Consistency in the coursework elements between radiology departments at all universities would be highly desirable, creating a golden opportunity for those interested to come together and review the existing processes. Similarly, the debate concerning a 4-year versus 5-year training schedule, the correct timing and nature of anatomy and physics training, and the possibility of postgraduate Fellowships could be explored.
Recently the South African College of Radiology has permitted physics and anatomy credits to be carried to the next examination. The Royal College has recently changed its medical physics examination, which now takes place before entry into hospital training, principally to ensure that radiation protection and safety concepts are known to the new registrars. The topics covered are therefore directed at more conventional radiological imaging, avoiding high-tech subjects such as MRI. Conversely, anatomy has been relocated to their final examination, on the basis that much anatomy is learned while undergoing clinical radiology training. The counter argument is that learning the anatomy earlier allows one to benefit more from clinical training.
The opportunity for restructuring the training received by our registrars by including both more academic and practical exposure in a more formalised setting is very promising and will hopefully be addressed at a workshop attended by all interested parties in 2005.
